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Reducing Transitions Focuses on Student Outcomes 
 
 
Holt, MI – Holt Public Schools will ask taxpayers to vote on a bond proposal on Tuesday, May 4, 2021. The 
proposal would include improvements in the four key areas of critical infrastructure, safety and security, 
innovation and learning environments over the next eight years.  
 
One of the core functions of a school district is organizing students into grade configurations, which have 
the potential to impact student outcomes, improve student behaviors, positively impact relationships and 
sense of belonging, and produce high-quality humans. The longer a student attends the same school, 
generally higher achievement occurs (Fisher, 2019). In the Holt Public Schools strategic plan (located at 
https://www.hpsk12.net), our students' relationships, social, emotional, physical well-being, and academic 
needs have been prioritized.  
 
A component of the Holt Public Schools proposal is reconfiguring the District and removing two transitions 
from the educational experience.  

• Maintaining Midway Early Learning Center (Pre-K) programming 
• Transitions all elementary schools to grades TK-5   
• Transitions middle schools & junior high to grades 6-8  
• Transitions high school to grades 9-12  
• Allows the District to strategically address declining student enrollment by retiring the oldest school 

building  
• Develops an Innovation Center in the North Campus focused on Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Arts, and Math (STEAM) as well as College Access, and Career and Technical Education 

 

 
“Research shows the longer a student attends a school, the more positive the impact. Students create 
bonds with each other, their teachers and District staff. They also have fewer times to become familiar 
with their educational surroundings, the lunch room, bus drop-off and pick-up, classrooms, etc. This 
proposal focuses on creating a stable environment for students for a longer period of time,” said David 
Hornak, Ed.D., Superintendent of Holt Public Schools. “By reducing transitions between buildings for 
students, it supports relationship building and improved student outcomes.” 

https://www.hpsk12.net/our-district/vision/


 
 
The Learning Environment pillar also includes new technology and 
infrastructure that will enable students and staff to have easy access to innovative learning opportunities. 
If approved by voters, improvements to performing arts and athletics will also be made. 
 
Please visit the district website for more information regarding this bond proposal. Building-specific project 
listings will be on display at each school and at www.hpsbond2021.com. 
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